Dear Supporters 
Events now in Afghanistan prove how vital your support to this Foundation is. Thank you.
Here are two messages that confirm this:
 
1. Corie Mapp an Operational Casualty who is now a Para-bobsleigh World Cup & World Champion and has returned to his former career as a Policeman:
 
“I joined the army to serve The Queen as well as her heirs and successors. 
As the Army was already deployed in Afghanistan, and taking casualties, I knew it would be dangerous and that I could be challenged in many ways. 
I don’t regret my decision to join or deploy.
 
As a soldier, my job wasn’t to question political policies, it was to follow orders. 
By being in Afghanistan we were able to help many villages that had been tyrannised for years for the Taliban. 
As a result of what we did, families met each other again and had some level of normality.
 
However, operational duties in Afghanistan killed and injured a lot of good people, some of whom were my friends. I’m deeply hurt by what has happened there recently. 
That said, I don’t regret going to Afghanistan but – if I’m being completely honest – I would much prefer not to have lost my friends or my legs, than all the things that I have achieved since then.”
 
2. Jim Eyre a former Commanding Officer in Afghanistan now a HCF Trustee:
 
“We have all been shocked by the recent turn of events in Afghanistan.  
The withdrawal of Western forces and support, the speed of the Taliban advance, the collapse of the Afghan Forces and Government in such a short period, is difficult to process.  
 
To all the brave men and women of Afghanistan with who we had the privilege to work, our thoughts and prayers go at this grim time.
 
This is not the forum for politics, but I recognise that many of you will be angered and frustrated by this unfolding tragedy.  
History will decide whether our efforts over the last 20 years or so were in vain. I firmly believe not, and there will surely be plenty more twists and turns in the story of Afghanistan.  
 
For all those who served, for those that were lost and for those that were injured… 
We did our job to the very best of our ability, we should be proud of our efforts and it is entirely right to feel angered by what is unfolding now.  
Yet, in the fullness of time, we will be judged by our deeds, and in this respect the Household Cavalry and the British Army can hold its head up high.
 
I ask you now to look to your left and your right, and keep an eye on former comrades, who may be struggling at the moment.  
As soldiers (and men particularly) we are often terrible at sharing our feelings, but at times like this it’s important to talk and express our thoughts.  
Touch base with crew, troop and squadron members who may be finding this time difficult, and remember you can always reach out to the network of our Regimental Associations and the Household Cavalry Foundation.” 
 
This Foundation’s publicity explains medical research suggests 9% of all who deployed may suffer Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
As you know we also care for those Operational Casualties, like Corie Mapp, who suffered physical injuries, their dependants and those whose sons made the ultimate sacrifice. 
All are members of our overall Household Cavalry “family” of c.10,000 (1000 serving soldiers and 9000 veterans and their dependants).
 
As you will read: “Since the amalgamation of The Blues & Royals in 1969, Household Cavalrymen from The Life Guards and The Blues & Royals have fought wars in the Falkland Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan, and deployed on peace-keeping duty in Ulster, Cyprus, the Balkans and Eastern Europe.
After the Afghanistan campaign a Household Cavalryman was the UK’s most decorated soldier. 
His biography is Bullet Magnet. Also in Afghanistan one of our snipers achieved The Longest Kill.”
Since 2003 the awards of a George Cross, a DSO, four Conspicuous Gallantry Medals and four Military Crosses acknowledge these achievements.
Recently the Commanding Officer of our ceremonial regiment and one of his Squadron Leaders were both holders of the Military Cross. 
 
So Thank You for your continuing “Mission Critical” support 
Corie Mapp’s story is an example proving how invaluable it is.
