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We are a fellowship of churches and 
individuals networking together to 
support gospel workers in 17 countries 
across Europe. We train, send and 
support both national and cross cultural 
leaders so that local churches can be 
planted, pastored and multiplied.

Never has there been a greater need for 
churches that are God centred, Gospel 
driven, theologically clear, culturally 
connected and pastorally engaged.

The Old Rectory,  Main Street, 
Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8DG 
+44 (0)116 232 5192

EuropeanMission
@EuropeanMission
@europeanmission

hq@europeanmission.org
www.europeanmission.org

Northern Ireland Representative
Phil Dunn
23 Millgrange, Ballymoney,
County Antrim BT53 7QB
+44 (0)28 2766 4214
phil.dunn@europeanmission.org

Australia Representatives
Dr Ian Cameron (Honorary)
138 McCaul Street, Indooroopilly,
Queensland 4068, 
emf.in.au@gmail.com

Mr Keith Morris (Honorary)
2 Capri Place, Safety Bay, WA 6169
(08) 9592 6964 
EMFinwa22@gmail.com

Like a lot of countries in Europe, Portugal is a 
traditional Catholic country moving in a secular 
direction. As Darren Moore explains, the biblical doctrine of 

Justification by Faith is the powerful answer to both the Catholic 

and the secular worldviews.

Justification by faith is a life-changing experience, one that 

both José Rodrigues and Rogério Ramos have witnessed in 

people's lives in Alto do Moinho, Azoia, and Sines, where the 

tears of the sowers have turned into the joy of the reapers!

The Great Commission doesn't end with people being saved; 

the Lord gathers those whom he saves into local churches. The 

church in Margem Sul (south bank of the Tagus), led by new 

EMF missionary Diego Lopes, was born last November, and the 

church in Faro, where Joel Lopes (no relation) is the lead pastor, 

is doing two church plants.

Diego and Joel are helping to set up the new Martin Bucer 

Seminary, which is due to open in September. And talking of 

seminary students, the EMF Training Fund is helping two Portuguese 

students this year; we hear how Bruno and João are getting on.

Diego's wife, Stella, clearly agrees with R C Sproul that 

'everyone's a theologian' – yes, men and women have different 

roles at home and at church, but that's no reason why Christian 

women should not be 'women of the Word'.

In recent months two of our 'veteran' missionaries have gone 

to be with the Lord; we pay tribute to Mário Pedro 

Nunes and Sophia Manousaridi.

Every blessing

Andrew Birch

WayS TO GIVE TO US:

Online Stewardship: www.stewardship.org.uk 
 CAF: www.cafonline.org
Direct Account Number: 10340073  Sort code: 20-92-54
 IBAN – GB62 BARC20925410340073
 Swift Code (BIN) – BARC GB22
 Reference: General Fund or project or designate to 
	 a	specific	missionary	or	country
Post Cheques	payable	to	‘	European	Missionary	Fellowship’	 
 and sent to the address on the previous page 

3

FInancIaL 
POSITION

Total Income: 
£222,945

Total Expenditure:
£214,584

YTD Surplus:
£8,361

We are grateful to all of those 
who have donated to the Mission 
in the course of the year.

31 MARCh 2022

Donations in northern Ireland 
Direct Account Number: 30034509  Sort code: 95-04-27
	 Reference:	General	Fund	or	designate	to	a	specific	 
	 missionary	or	country
Post Cheques	payable	to	‘	European	Missionary	Fellowship’	 
	 and	sent	to	Phil	Dunn,	23	Millgrange,	Ballymoney,	 
 Co. Antrim, BT53 7QB 

Donations in australia 
c/o Ian Cameron, or to Commonwealth Bank
Account number: 10101262  Sort code: 06-41-58

The European	Mission	Fellowship	is	a	Registered	Charity	(no.	1071823)	
and	Company	Limited by	Guarantee	(no.	3631207)	
registered	in	England	and	Wales
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JuSTifiCaTiON 
by faith

Paul’s 
vision

Secular justification
First there is a secular justification: secularism considers 

some things as serious sins (depending on the season) 

be it homophobia, racism, climate change denial (some 

actually are sins!) that we must be shown to be innocent of; 

hence virtue signalling (demonstrating our righteousness 

before men). There is, however, no chance of forgiveness. 

Tasteless tweets from a decade ago resurface and culprits 

are deplatformed. Recently secular Jewish comedian, David 

Baddiel asked, ‘Where is the forgiveness? The redemptive 

ark or path for improvement.’ A young comedian answered, 

‘There can be none, otherwise people will think it’s OK to 

say unacceptable things.’ This is, of course, by definition 

self-justification and literally without hope or grace.

Roman justification 
The second is an older religious version. Roman Catholicism 

also believes we need to be justified. Unlike the secular 

version, it recognises that we have all offended a holy God 

and need to be put right with him. This is done by faith in 

Christ. However, it is not by faith ALONE, as the Council of 

Trent1 and Vatican II2 make clear. Although faith is essential 

in Catholicism, it needs to be accompanied with good works 

and the sacraments, in which righteousness is infused into 

us, so we really are being righteous. Pastorally, the result is 

a flitting between pride and despair. Many Protestants will 

object to what’s just been said and agreed wordings have 

been found. The problem with this approach is that we 

end up with the same vocabulary but different dictionaries, 

saying the same words but meaning different things.

‘Justification is the 
doctrine by which the 
Church stands or falls’ 
(attributed to Luther). 
There is actually nothing 
unique about justification; 
everybody believes in it and 
needs to hear the assurance of a 
‘not guilty’ verdict. For that’s all 
it means: declared right, or not 
guilty. however, some of these 
are cheap fakes.

5

1 Council of Trent Canons 9, 11, 12, 24, 30, 32
2 Vatican II: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Introduction, para. 2; 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Chapter 1, 3, p. 324; Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy, Chap. 1, I, 5,6, pp. 23-24; Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, Apostolic Constitution on the Revision of Indulgences, 
chap. 3, 6, pp. 78,79

Although faith 
is essential in 
Catholicism, it 
needs to be 
accompanied with 
good works and 
the sacraments.



Not a new idea
Of course, this idea is rightly associated with the 

Reformation, but it did not start there. This is 

what the earliest Christians thought. In fact, it’s 

not even a New Testament idea: Romans 4 takes 

us to Genesis, Genesis 17:5 being the clearest 

verse on imputation in Scripture! The ideas of 

imputation, exchange and justification by faith 

alone are all over the Bible.

To add is to take
To add conditions to this free exchange, 

whether it be our duties or help from 

another other than Christ, is to take 

from God’s work. This is seen all over 

the New Testament, but is the main 

subject matter of Galatians.

77

Faith is never alone
Secularists and Roman Catholics alike balk at this. If we 

make no contribution, then we can behave as we want. 

Indeed, we can! Martyn Lloyd-Jones pointed out that if we 

have understood Romans chapters 1-5 we will ask ‘Are we to 

continue in sin?’ (6:1), and answer ‘by no means!’ (6:2). God 

has started to change what we want. We are justified by faith 

alone, but this faith is never alone. Ephesians 2:10 shows 

that we are saved for good works now, as we aim to glorify 

God in all that we do. Our works may be filthy rags, but once 

we are united to Christ, he ‘justifies’ them too ([Hebrews 

13:15] This is called God’s double gift, or duplex gratia dei.)

Assurance
This is good news that the world needs to hear. The Roman 

Catholic and others will flit between pride and despair as 

their holiness ebbs and flows. The secularist virtue-signals 

their righteousness by the current standard, only for that 

standard to shift and they find themselves also out in the 

cold with no way back. Both have to minimise their sin and 

maximise their works, or else fail by their own standards. 

But the Christian confesses his/her sin 

and hears the verdict of the heavenly 

court room today, ‘not guilty!’, then 

confidently lives to glorify God.

The real thing
The real thing is far more liberating, but a 

prerequisite is to despair of ourselves and throw 

ourselves on Christ. In Luke 18:9-14 Jesus told 

a parable of two men in the Temple: the first is 

a religious man who thanks God for his own 

goodness and lack of sin; the other merely beats 

his chest and prays, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’ Jesus concludes that this is the man who 

is justified. We cannot be justified by our good 

works, as they are merely filthy rags  

(Isaiah 64:6).

We then reach out to Christ, where a great 

exchange happens. 2 Corinthians 5:21: ‘For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God.’ God considers (imputes) our sin to 

be Christ’s, who takes its penalty in our place, 

and his righteousness is considered to be ours. 

Even as Christians continue to sin, God looks 

at us and sees Christ in his perfection. Scripture 

affirms this comprehensively using language 

of the court (justified, righteous, or not guilty), 

clothing (stained clothes off, clothed in Christ’s 

righteousness) and the bank (debt paid, now 

made rich). The Reformers called it The Great 

Exchange. Rico Tice put it like this, ‘When you 

ask yourself: how does God feel about me today? 

Until you can answer: he is delighted with me! 

You have not understood the gospel.’

This is our great comfort. In Romans 5:1-2 

justification by faith in Christ (alone) leads to 

peace with God, so access to Him to stand in 

confidence rejoicing in our future hope.

And even this faith can’t be called a work; it’s 

the instrument by which we lay hold of Christ, 

itself a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8).
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the Christian confesses 
his/her sin and hears 

the verdict of the 
heavenly court room 
today, ‘not guilty!’

Darren
Moore



Sowing 
& Reaping 
2022 Sowing and reaping are among the very basic 

and common things in life such 

as relationships, attitudes and 

examples. This is expressed by 

the Apostle Paul when he says: 

Whatever a man sows, that he will 

also reap (Gal 6:7). We are told 

by the Psalmist: Those who sow 

in tears will reap with songs of joy. 

He who goes out weeping, carrying 

seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, 

carrying sheaves with him (Ps 126:5,6). In all of that, 

the most logical thing to take into account is the 

fact that each and every one reaps that they have 

sown. On Sunday 20 March 2022 we had the 

blessing of celebrating the eighth anniversary of 

our local worship place at Azoia. Psalm 126 was 

the reading and text on that occasion.

Azoia is a small village, 25 miles south-west 

of Lisbon, where there has been a gospel-witness 

for more than five decades. I (José Rodrigues) 

heard the gospel there for the first time in 1968, 

and became a newborn Christian there in 1976. 

98

There have been moments for sowing with tears, 

but far more have been the moments for reaping 

with gladness. To update the ‘gladness’, we had 

the joy of a couple and their two children visiting us 

in Azoia. The couple profess to be Christians and 

show interest in coming again. God is using us all 

thus far and, by His grace, the Gospel witness has 

continued in the village for all this time.

Sowing and reaping at Alto Moinho has been 

the blessing for the almost 36 years of church 

work. As a local church, like most others, we had 

to make deep adjustments in relation to COVID19 

infections. Most people quickly learned the use of 

new technologies to be connected online. While 

meetings online brought limitations, it also gave 

us new opportunities. We have more children at 

Sunday School attending online, similarly with 

the ladies’ meetings, young people’s and prayer 

meetings, as well as Sunday services.

Sowing and reaping for this long has taken the 

church towards two other steps. First, according to 

the Portuguese religious law, an evangelical church 

established for over thirty years, can apply for a 

new status called ‘Rooted Church’1 (Igreja Radicada). 

All the process was submitted and accepted by 

the Portuguese Justice Department. Since 14 July 

2021, the church of Alto Moinho, is a Rooted 

Church, whose status gives us more possibilities to 

negotiate with government departments, like tax 

benefits, and celebration of marriage in the church 

by the church minister. 

Annivesary, Azoia, 20 March 2022

Those who sow in tears will reap 
with songs of joy. He who goes 
out weeping, carrying seed to 
sow, will return with songs of 
joy, carrying sheaves with him.



The second step was 

that we started to meet in 

different, improved premises, 

as October 2020, the church 

was able to purchase new church 

premises to give us improved 

facilities. 

Again, COVID played a major 

part in delaying the progress of the 

necessary work to adapt the building for 

church activities. Gradually things are 

in the process of being finished but we 

still have to finish installation of the air 

conditioning and kitchen furniture.

We plan to start moving the furniture in and 

meeting in the building sometime in April, but the 

official inauguration will take place the first Sunday 

of June. Our plans are to have special meetings 

every Sunday in June, finishing with a celebration 

of the 36th church anniversary  on 26 June. 

Sowing and reaping: we understand these to 

be the church’s main responsibilities, whatever the 

circumstances. In all that we plan to do, we seek 

to know and understand more of God’s plans. We 

look for His blessings, to reap with much joy and 

gladness. Nevertheless, and for good reason, tears 

are mentioned not only as part of the process, but 

the very starting point of it. This text, like many 

others, stands as a reminder of the fact that the best 

is yet to come. For that very reason, we thank God 

for getting this far and give Him all the glory for 

His loving care for His people.
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José 
Rodrigues
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ThOSE WhO 
SOW IN TEARS 
ShALL REAP 
WITh ShOUTS 
OF JOY! 
Psalm 126:5

IN SInES

This year will be 24 years 

since God led me to serve 

Him in the church in Sines. Over 

the years we have seen a church small 

in number, but one faithful to the Lord:  ‘We are 

afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 

but not driven to despair;  persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies’ 

(2 Corinthians 4:8-10).

Six years ago it seemed we were at a 

crossroads: the elders were going to glory and the 

church was weak, perhaps living its last days. The 

community of God's people was small.   Doubts, 

uncertainties, and some sadness struck our hearts, 

In all what we 
plan to do, we 
seek to know and 
understand more 
of God’s plans. 
We look for His 
blessings, to 
reap with much 
joy and gladness.

New church door and windows, Sines

New church interior, 
Alto do Moinho

Sines

Encouragement



Today they are members of the church. Another 

family of four, also Brazilians who lived 45 km from 

Sines, started to come to the services; after some 

time they moved to Sines to be near the church. 

The church was growing. Then COVID came, 

and what happened to us?

God surprised us again! A woman named 

Liliana showed up at the church. She listened to 

the gospel and cried. It was Sunday after Sunday 

like this. We didn't get to talk to her much because 

she quickly left the service. I ended up learning that 

she worked as a cleaning lady in our elder Vieira's 

company. He had given her calendars with Bible 

messages every year, and now she was in church. 

After a while she confessed faith in Jesus Christ 

as her Saviour and Lord. Liliana then became 

an evangelist: she started at home, brought her 

husband Ze, and her two sons Philip and Raphael. 

Her husband confessed his faith in Jesus Christ as 

well. Liliana and Ze were baptised a few months ago 

and are now members of the church. 

but God surprised us with the greatness of His 

grace and goodness. The church started having 

visitors; some stayed with us for a while, including 

a group of young students from Angola. They 

stayed with us, were fed on the doctrines of grace, 

left for their own country and many of them are 

now serving in their local churches. One of them 

stayed with us: Josemar, now married to Nazilda 

another young Angolan woman. Josemar brought 

youth to the church and the elders were blessed by 

this young man's faith and dedication to the things 

of God. He showed himself to be an evangelist 

and has been a testimony in this city of Sines. The 

church started smiling again!  The most amazing 

thing is that after Josemar, others came. A young 

Brazilian, Marcos Rosa, came to work in Sines, 

and later his family joined him. In all they are five. 
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Rogério 
Ramos

Besides these testimonies we have Carlos, a 

young man who has come back to church, and another 

family of Brazilians who live 50 km away from Sines 

and have asked to become church members.

We have people visiting when passing through 

Sines and have people listening to the preaching via 

Facebook Live. Now we have children and young 

people, an active ladies meeting, men's seminar, 

and annual conferences.

What can we say? ‘Till now the Lord has helped 

us.’

Our prayer is that God will strengthen the 

church in Sines: that it may be a healthy church, 

faithful to God.

We do not forget the past, and we give glory 

to God for everything. We know that this work is 

not ours but God's. We pray to God only that this 

will be a healthy church, faithful to God, that God 

fills us with perseverance, that we know how to be 

thankful to God for everything, whether for much 

or for little, and that we never lose sight of Jesus 

Christ. 

Our prayer is that God will 
strengthen the church in Sines: 
that it may be a healthy church, 
faithful to God.
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We are now in the process of building the 

foundations of a healthy church, where the whole 

ministry of the church is around the Word of God, 

creating a community committed to the proclamation 

of the Gospel and to loving our neighbour.

Our community is peculiar in the context of our 

country; from children to elderly, we have a growing 

number of people attending our church. For this 

reason, we are already praying for a bigger place, 

for in a couple of months, in every meeting, we 

will have difficulty accommodating everybody who 

comes to visit our church.

As a congregation, we also are experiencing a 

firm conviction that through our local church we 

must minister and support the growth of other 

churches in Portugal. It is not uncommon that a 

church plant envisions that the same will happen 

in other places. Therefore, the whole church 

is committed to the support of their pastor´s 

involvement in the seminary (Martin Bucer 

Seminary) and other ministries where pastoral 

training and encouragement takes place. From the 

north to the south the need is greater than we can 

humanly respond to, but even during these hard 

times we are all going through, many conferences 

and workshops are happening with the support and 

involvement of our small congregation. Through 

such challenges, we have seen the grace of God in 

nurturing communities with the riches of Reformed 

theology and ecclesiological reflections and 

practices that glorify God, benefitting a society in 

much need of such presence and witness.

In Stella´s ministry we are seeing great joy in 

developing and promoting women´s ministries 

that reach sisters in our community and in different 

parts of the country with in-depth Bible studies 

that lead women to engage more and more with 
Diego 
Lopes

Margem Sul

MaRGEM
SUL

New Church in We are missionaries right at the centre 

of Portugal in the Lisbon Greater 

Metropolitan Area, specifically on the 

South bank of the Tagus River.

In 2019, with the support of the 

Second Baptist Church in Lisbon, we 

started a church plant in our area and, 

by the grace of God, the Lord granted 

us to be organised as a church on the 

7 November last year. We are a small 

but growing community of about 50 

attenders every Lord´s Day.

the Bible itself. At present, the women of our 

church are busy writing a Bible study in the book of 

Jonah, which focusses on the Lord's sovereignty in 

salvation as well as His compassion towards sinners 

and his prophet. We hope this Bible study will edify 

many Portuguese women who are already looking 

for Reformed literature that will respond to their 

contextual needs.

Finally, we are honoured and blessed to be part 

of the EMF family and we covet your prayers for 

the development of leadership in our local church, 

Igreja Baptista na Margem Sul, for the work of the 

Martin Bucer Seminary and the conferences we are 

speaking at and organising in 

the coming months.

Soli Deo Gloria.

we have seen 
the grace of God in 
nurturing communities 
with the riches of 
Reformed theology and 
ecclesiological reflections and 
practices that glorify God.
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Part of the work in leading the church to become 

healthier is to bring the church to the understanding 

that it obeys Jesus' Great Commission through 

church planting. So, two years ago our church 

started to plant a church in Portimão that now has 

about thirty members.

We also understand the importance of 

developing a strong ministry among university 

students. The University of Algarve has attracted 

students from all over the world, particularly from 

other Portuguese-speaking countries, so in our 

church we end up receiving students from several 

of these countries and some stay with us. Some are 

converted while they are with us and others, for the 

first time, have contact with a healthy church and the 

Doctrines of Grace. 

There is a big need for pastors in Portugal. 

On average, those that are actually in ministry 

are older men who have to pastor two or more 

Faro is the southernmost city and capital of the Algarve, 

the region of southern Portugal. It has an estimated 

population of 67,000 inhabitants. We live in a tourist 

area, with an international airport. However, it is a 

city with a university and a lot of entrepreneurship, 

and we have become, in recent years, an increasingly 

cosmopolitan city. Although Catholicism is the 

predominant religion in Portugal, where around 80% 

of the population claims to be Catholic and less than 

1% to be Evangelicals, Faro is a very secular city.

Our church began in 1930 through the 

missionary work of a Swiss couple, the Mattheys. 

They held Bible lessons for children in addition to 

family Bible study meetings. The meetings where 

the current building is located began in 1936 in a 

property that was demolished and replaced by the 

current one. Since then the Lord has given grace and 

perseverance to our church. As a church we seek 

to continue to proclaim the Gospel in this city and 

maintain the missionary and church-planting legacy 

that is part of our history.

local churches simultaneously. Few churches are 

involved in planting others, with the majority of the 

membership being elderly. Most are just striving to 

survive.

Thus, the preparation of pastors through 

schools and seminaries is also a great need. This 

year, God willing, three pastors and I will lead 

the beginning of the first confesionally-Reformed 

seminary in Portugal. It will be a school that aims to 

be academically excellent, linked to culture and with 

a missionary vision: the Martin Bucer Seminary in 

Portugal.

ChurCh 
Planting 
in farO 
I am Joel Lopes, my wife is Talita, and we 
have four children: three boys and one girl. 
We live in Faro, the city where I was born, 
and where I am pastoring a church – Igreja 
Acção Bíblica de Faro.

Joel
Lopes

Joel is the Pastor Pastor of  
Acção Bíblica Church in Faro, 
and President of Martin Bucer 
Seminary - Portugal.

Faro

Since 2015 I have pastored the Acção Bíblica 

Church in Faro, the church where I grew up and 

where my father was one of the elders.  We are a 

church that wants to glorify God by growing in 

our love for Him and for others. Our desire is to 

submit to the action of the Holy Spirit in us and to 

be centered on the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our goal 

is to make disciples of Jesus and equip them, so that 

together we may make other disciples and serve the 

city, and later to plant churches.

With the help of God, in recent years, expository 

preaching has been a reality in our services, doctrine 

has been shaped according to Reformed theology, 

and we have been able to see the growth not only in 

the spiritual maturity of the church, but also in the 

numbers of members in our church.
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MBS has its headquarters in the heart of the 

city of Lisbon using the First Baptist Church of 

Lisbon’s facilities. Our main distinguishing traits 

are a commitment to the Bible as the inerrant Word 

of God and to Reformed Theology as a faithful 

expression of the teaching of Scripture. We desire to 

seek to cultivate both a humble and a confessional 

Christianity. In other words, MBS is a seminary 

rooted in the churches, centered in Scripture, 

missionally minded, explicitly confessional, 

academically excellent and culturally relevant.

MBS does not intend to replace the churches in 

their responsibility of preparing and recognising 

their pastors. In the same way that parents assume 

responsibility for the education of each of their 

children and the school cooperates with them 

in their academic formation, the local churches 

The Martin Bucer Seminary in 

Portugal (MBS) was born out of the 

recognition of the need for a biblically-

grounded and academically-excellent 

theological training in Portugal. To 

fulfil this purpose, my family moved 

to the USA, where I completed an MDiv 

at Reformed Theological Seminary in 

Jackson, MS, and am now enrolled in a 

PhD (Biblical Studies) at Puritan Reformed 

Theological Seminary. In partnership with 

Pastors Tiago Cavaco (Igreja da Lapa) and Joel Bueche 

Lopes (Igreja Acção Bíblica de Faro), MBS was founded 

in 2018. Providentially, Pastor Diego Lopes (Igreja 

Baptista da Margem Sul) joined our efforts the following 

year as the Executive Coordinator of MBS.

and the Seminary must relate to each other. MBS 

prepares men in a specific and fundamental area 

in the exercise of their future ministry, but it is the 

responsibility of the local church to recognise, 

pastorally care for and provide opportunities for the 

development of the gifts of those who aspire to the 

pastorate. 

In short, the MBS is a school with a clear and 

intentionally-focused mission. The MBS is a school 

where one learns to read, interpret, apply, and teach 

the Word of God, to build the Church in Portugal, 

in particular helping to prepare future pastors and 

missionaries.

As a small and newly-founded Seminary, 

we offer only one programme which students 

may complete at three different levels (basic, 

intermediate, and advanced), according to each 

one’s needs. The curriculum consists of 30 courses 

in the areas of Biblical Studies, Theology (historical, 

systematic, applied), and Pastoral Ministry. These 

courses are offered in modular (mostly), online 

synchronous, and online asynchronous formats. 

Lord willing, we plan to start applications in 

April and begin classes in the autumn 

of this year. We pray that the Lord 

might bless our efforts for the 

sake of the local churches in 

Portugal and His glory.

Soli Deo Gloria!

MarTiN 
BuCEr 
SEMiNary 
PORTuGAl

expository preaching has 
been a reality in our 
services, doctrine has 
been shaped according to 
reformed theology.

Tiago 
Oliveira
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bruno Pires 
and

João Cid

Introducing

Two Portuguese men; 
two studying at two different Bible Colleges; 

two students benefitting from 
EMF Training Fund.

Bruno is at the Portuguese Bible Institute 

in Lisbon and is in the middle of the 

second year of a three-year course for an 

Advanced Diploma in Bible and Theology, while João 

has completed two terms in his first year of a two-year 

course at London Seminary.  Both have been receiving 

lectures online, Bruno because of the Covid pandemic 

and João through the inability of European students to 

obtain a visa to study in the UK. Both miss very much 

the face-to-face classes and the lack of fellowship and 

debates with other students, although Bruno hopes 

these classes will commence soon, and João hopes to 

have a two-week stay at the Seminary. While this lack of 

in-person classes has presented a problem for them, it 

means that both men can continue working in their local 

churches in preaching, teaching and other ministries. 

Bruno and João have struggled with studying online 

at home, particularly studying alongside their personal 

devotions. João feels it important to get a better balance 

between ‘sweating through a passage/doctrine and just 

being refreshed by enjoying communion with the living 

God’, and asks for prayer in this matter. Bruno finds it a 

challenge to apply what he has learned, especially in his 

own life.

Both students have grown spiritually through 

their studies, seeing in every course how exegesis, 

biblical theology, systematics and pastoral theology are 

inseparably intertwined. For both men it has been an 

amazing experience so far; all the subjects are relevant 

and interesting. Bruno has been enjoying the Johannine 

literature with a deepening knowledge of John’s Gospel 

and the relevance that the New Testament letters have 

for a church community. João has enjoyed reading the 

Church Fathers and diving into the doctrine of God, 

which is both terrifying and awe-inspiring.  He also 

found that looking at the theological statements behind 

the structure of Matthew’s Gospel was like seeing 

pieces of a puzzle fall into their proper place!

What do they hope to do on completion of their 

studies?

Bruno: ‘Even though I would like to be fully 

involved with the church I’m currently in, 

Portugal still faces many challenges, but 

there are two aspects that the Lord has been 

placing on my heart: The church in Portugal 

hardly comes together. I firmly believe that 

we would make a more effective outreach if 

we would come together. The other aspect is 

that, looking at the country, its coastline is 

more much developed, full of opportunities 

and therefore more attractive to younger 

generations, while the interior is marked by 

segregation, lack of doctors, teachers and 

churches, and attention to infrastructure. This 

means that many areas of Portugal do not have 

a single church that proclaims the gospel of 

salvation. In short, God has directed my gaze 

towards the interior of my country.’

João: ‘When I first started thinking about 

going to Bible College, I wanted to be more 

useful to the Lord in my local church, and 

that hasn’t changed. I hope to help grow the 

church here, and harvest Seixal for the Lord. 

It was once a big congregation, now vastly 

reduced, but in a fairly big city, with much 

work to do.’

bruno
Pires 

João
Cid

 - Please remember these young men 
in your prayers.
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VB: Stella, You have a passion for helping women study 

the Bible. Tell us a little more about your vision for this in 

the Margem Sul church plant.

SML: We have a really nice group here. There are 

a couple of core women that had previously been 

in the mother church (Lisbon’s Second Baptist 

Church – Igreja da Lapa); they had already been 

doing solid study of the Bible book-by-book … you 

know, looking at context, looking at structure, and 

so forth. That was so encouraging. It wasn’t hard to 

begin this kind of ministry here; there was already a 

culture in which it was seen as important for women 

to study the Bible, and to do that well.

VB:  Great! 

SML:  Yes … throughout my time in Canada, I came 

to learn so much from the Charles Simeon Trust 

(https://simeontrust.org/ ) workshops for women 

– you can even do them online - for example: 

‘First Principles for Women’. They invited me to 

be one of the small group leaders. There are many 

women who believe they need to leave Bible study to 

theologians, but I feel called by God to break down 

that idea, because we as women are called by God 

to teach other women, to teach our children. We 

have to be - how shall I say it? - good stewards of the 

Word of God, of the Gospel. It’s important to say 

that we gather together to learn together; the goal 

(apart from gaining knowledge with which to help 

other women, as well as children), is for women to 

learn to read the Bible well for themselves. 

(Stella went on to clarify that this kind of group 

study was carried out within a complementarian 

perspective, under the oversight of the local church, 

and with its pastoral guidance). 

WOMEN 
OF THE WORd

There is one word that sums up mum 
-of-three Stella Mesquita Lopes when 
she talks about her work amongst the 
women and children in the church 
plant where her husband Diego is the 
pastor (Margem Sul, Seixal, south of 
Lisbon). It is ‘enthusiasm’.

Stella’s favourite adjectives were ‘amazing’ 

and ‘exciting ’when she chatted with Vivienne 

Birch about her passion for women and 

children to become robust students of the 

Bible. After explaining how her parents had 

fled to South Africa as refugees from the 

Angolan Civil War and were converted there 

(initially contacted through a little boy from 

the Portuguese Evangelical church who used 

to read his Bible lessons to her mother), Stella 

related how she and her parents immigrated 

to Portugal for a few years. In South Africa 

some time later, Stella (converted as a child 

and with a strong desire to serve the Lord) 

met her husband Diego; they served in 

Canada for six years, and have 

supported church planting 

and leadership training in 

South Africa, Botswana 

and Mozambique. 

Here is part of the 

conversation between 

Vivienne and Stella.

/igrejanamargemsul

STEllA



say that, although this work is time-consuming, 

‘prioritise the Kingdom! - ‘just do it!’

Stella and Vivienne talked for over an hour about 

all these topics, and about children’s work, where 

Stella has the same vision for little ones to see ‘the 

Big Picture’ of the Bible. As you pray for Portugal, 

a needy nation, give thanks to the Lord for the 

Women of the Word in Margem Sul, who are as 

enthusiastic about studying the Bible as their 

pastor’s wife, Stella Mesquita Lopes, is!

SML:  The women learn to apply the Bible to 

themselves properly, only after understanding the 

text well. It’s so worth it … if we read the Bible 

moralistically, then all we do is put burdens on 

ourselves, but if we read it through Christ and 

what he has done, it’s amazing! ... We’ve been 

studying the book of Jonah like this, using the 

‘COMA’ method suggested by David Helm. 

(The ladies had imagined this kind of study would 

be daunting, Stella explained, but ended up having 

lively discussions about meaning and application, 

wonderfully encouraged about a growing 

understanding of how the Bible unfolds and 

points to Christ. ‘I can do this!’, they say at the end 

of a session, seeing that Bible study is accessible 

to them).

VB:  What advice would you give to someone who leads 

women’s work in their church, who may not yet do 

this kind of Bible study, but who’d like to follow your 

example?

SML:  I would advise them to approach the church 

leadership, explain their ideas, and ask their 

permission to start, also seeking their guidance for 

carrying out a programme like this. Secondly, I’d 
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One-to-One Bible Reading 
by David R. Helm

The women learn to apply 
the Bible to themselves 

properly, only after 
understanding 
the text well.

DOcTRInaL BaSIS
 - The verbal inspiration, 

infallibility and inerrancy of 

the Old and New Testament 

Scriptures as originally given 

and their final authority and 

sufficiency in all matters 

pertaining to faith and 

practice. 

 -  The unity of the Godhead and 

the eternal co-equality of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit; the sovereignty of God 

in creation, providence and 

redemption.  

 - The Lord Jesus Christ as true 

God and true Man; His deity, 

incarnation, virgin birth, 

sinless life, atoning death and 

physical resurrection.  

 - The work of Jesus Christ in His 

life, death and resurrection as 

Representative and Substitute; 

His atonement for sin thereby 

securing righteousness, 

forgiveness and eternal life for 

all who are united to Him by 

faith. 

 - The ascension of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, His intercession 

at the throne of God, His 

coming again personally and 

visibly in glory and power.  

 - The Holy Spirit’s deity and 

personality; His essential 

work as the sole Author 

and Interpreter of the Holy 

Scriptures and in regeneration, 

conversion, sanctification and 

Revival.  

 - The creation of man in the 

image of God, his sin and fall, 

the consequences passing to 

all humanity, extending to 

every part of human nature and 

resulting in the universal guilt 

of mankind before God.  

 

 - The personality of Satan, his 

opposition to God and His 

purposes and his corruption 

and enslavement of man. 

 - Salvation as solely by the grace 

of God accomplished by God 

the Son and applied by God 

the Holy Spirit; appropriated 

by God-given faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ; and including 

regeneration, justification, 

sanctification and final 

glorification.  

 - The bodily resurrection of the 

just and the unjust, the one to 

eternal life in heaven and the 

other to eternal punishment 

in hell.  

 - The one holy, universal Church 

which is the Body of Christ to 

which all true believers belong.
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some days with us at Watford. We were going through a 

difficult time, even thinking of leaving Bible School and 

going back home. His wise words of encouragement 

were of a great help for us in that situation.

At his funeral service many testified of how they 

were helped by the pastoral work of Pr. Mário Pedro, in 

his calm and secure way of working, thus giving good 

counsel and advice to anyone who approached him. 

That way of acting and a clear perception of the ministry 

surely marked his work so that many have greatly 

benefitted from it. 

His last years were rather difficult for him and the 

family as he was practically confined to a wheelchair, 

thus being rather dependent on others. 

We’ve lost him. We’re poorer, but we thank the Lord 

for the privilege we had in learning from him, and pray 

the Lord will grant us the grace to follow his example 

in the service of our Lord and Master. Pr. Mário Pedro 

belonged to that ‘… great (a) cloud of witnesses …’  

(Heb 12:1) that surrounded us, and greatly helped us in 

our own race, and for that we praise and thank the Lord, 

knowing that the glory is all His.
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1 Editor’s note: From 1964 until 1980, The European Missionary Fellowship 
(as it was then known) had a  Bible School for its missionaries in Watford.

João
Nunes

‘We’ve lost him. We’re poorer, but we 
thank the lord for the privilege we 
had in learning from him, and pray 
the lord will grant us the grace to 
follow his example in the service of 
our lord and Master.’

Mário Pedro 
Nunes
Appreciation

I met Pr. Mário Pedro when I was a young man. 

Celeste and I had married some two or three years 

previously when, on Sundays, we used to walk with 

some members from our church in Paio Pires (our son 

Filipe was only one or two years old), to the church 

at Seixal, for the evening service, as ours took place 

in the mid-afternoon. This was in the 1960’s and 

were the last days of the pastorate of José Valido and 

of Pastor George Burton, a man from the Leicester 

Tabernacle, I believe. 

When they left, Pr. Mário Pedro took over and we 

remember listening to him very attentively. For us, 

it was a good way of closing the Lord’s Day. He was 

a very good expositor of God’s Word, with a grave, 

resounding and clear voice. We always knew him as a 

very polite and neat gentleman, already bald-headed 

and with a frank and easy wide smile. When the service 

was over, his wife, Dona Francisca, was always very 

kind to us and we, then a young couple, appreciated 

that very much. Pr. Mário Pedro was an avid reader 

and master of a prodigious mind, gifts that he greatly 

used in his Master’s service. As he preached (or simply 

talking), he could cite portions of Scripture by heart 

very easily and in a most natural and amazing way.

The years went by and while we were at Watford at 

the Bible School1, Pr. Mário Pedro came to England on 

deputation meetings on behalf of EMF and he stayed 



Sophia 
MANOuSARIdI
Appreciation

In her later years, Sophie maintained a ministry 

of encouragement through writing to others, and a 

telephone ministry.  Though very unwell in the last 

few months, she continued to encourage the church 

in Piraeus.

In a message to the Mission last October, before 

her last illness, Sophie said, ‘I pray that as long as 

He gives me life and keeps my mind sane, I live for 

Him and for His glory.’ She did just that! We thank 

the Lord for her life and example. May the Lord raise 

up many more like her!

Sophie was brought up in a Christian home 

and was converted at the age of 10 on a 

summer camp. 

She worked alongside her husband, John, 

following their marriage in 1969.  John was 

called to be a pastor of the Evangelical Church 

of Piraeus, a port of Athens, for 32 years, 

retiring in 2002. They joined the Mission as 

full missionaries in 1975, although they were 

associate members from 1971.  Sophie always 

talked lovingly of visits by Rev Omri Jenkins and 

of the EMF field conferences she attended over 

the years. She and John had four children.

As a pastor’s wife, Sophie was 

involved with the women’s and 

children’s work but also undertook 

visitation with John. Following John’s 

retirement they spent a few years in USA, where 

he helped in a Greek church, before returning to 

Greece.

Since John’s passing in September 2010, Sophie 

maintained a very full prayer ministry, something 

she was unable to fully accomplish in the years 

they were active in ministry.  The Lord laid upon 

Sophie’s heart to pray regularly for many individuals 

who were in great need, for various ministries 

and missions, and for the world. She wrote: ‘I am 

amazed with the way the Lord answers prayer and is 

faithful to his promises.’

Sophie also had a gift in translation work, 

which she continued throughout her life and felt it 

to be a further way she could serve her Lord. Even 

last year, she translated a Christian calendar that 

has a large circulation in Greece, both amongst 

Christians and non-Christians, from French into 

Greek. She also wrote regularly for Christian 

magazines.
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Our dear sister, Sophia 
Manousaridi (known to us as 
Sophie Manousarides) , long-time 
missionary in Greece, went to be 
with her Lord on Sunday 27 March 
2022. She will be much missed 
for her lovely smile and genuine 
interest in others, leading to much 
prayer for them.

Sophie Mansourides
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BELGIUM
Michael & Ariëtte Robinson (De Panne)

CZECh REPUBLIC
Jan & Lucie Hábl (Nové Město nad Metují)

FInLAnd
Joonas & Deborah Laajanen (Lahti)

FRAnCE
Tony & Barbara Hynes (Carcassonne)
Romuald Lasnes (Paris) 
Two other workers (South of France)

GERMANY
Timothy & Deborah Brooks (Utzenfeld) 

GREECE
Leonidas & Irene Kollaros (Ioannina)
Evangelos & Georgia Sikoutris (Patra) 
Antonis & Vicki Topaloglou (Thessaloniki)
Evropi Tzelis (Volos)
Stathis & Ruth Yfantidis (Athens)

ITALY
Stefano & Jenny Mariotti (Budrio)
Antonio & Anna De Noia (Peschici)
Michael & Mary Steedman (Forli)

MOLDOvA
Mihai & Irina Chisari (Chişinặu) 

NORWAY
Martin Hjellvik (Bryne) 
John & Oline Taylor (Sørreisa) 

POLAND
Henryk Karzełek (Wodzisław) 
Dawid & Agnieszka Koziol (Żywiec) 
Zbigniew & Elzbieta Modnicki (Łodz) 
Krzysztof & Aneta Rutkowscy (Włocławek)
Sławomir & Daniela Rutkowscy (Włocławek) 
Adam & Dagmara Urban (Siedlce)

PORTUGAL
Fabiano & Suzana Fernandes (Lisbon)
Diego & Stella Lopes (Margem Sul, Lisbon)
Joel & Talita Lopes (Faro)
Rogério & Sónia Ramos (Sines)
José Rodrigues (Alto do Moinho)

REPUBLIC OF IRELAnd
Eugen and Claire Peters (Roscommon)

ROMANIA
Pál & Anna Borzási (Pericei)
Sándor & Napsugár Kelemen (Târgu Murés)
Tamás & Andrea Moroz (Biharia)
Benjamin & Debora Pap (Boghis) 

SPAIN
Luis Cano & Pilar Herrera (Ciudad Real) 
Víctor Defranchi & Gio Ansaldo (El Arenal, Mallorca)
Manuel López Franco & Alba Ortega González  
(Almuñecar)
Matt & Judith Hill (Ciudad Real)
José Moreno Berrocal & Virtudes Merlo García
(Alcázar de San Juan)
Xavi & Paty Pérez Patiño (Ciudad Real)
Manuel & Pauline Redondo (Barcelona) 
Josefa de Rodríguez (San Fernando) 
José de Segovia & Anna de Kraker (Madrid)

SWITZERLAND
André & Marianne Rentmeister (Sion) 

UKRAINE
Volodymyr & Oksana Kostyshyn (Ternopil)
Vitalii & Lyudmila Mariash (Kyiv) 

UNITED KINGDOM
István & Tünde Salánki (Hungarian  
Reformed Church in London) 
Two other workers (North of England) 

UK BASE STAFF

Andrew Birch  (Mission Director)

Gerry Brienza (Operations Manager)

Phil Dunn (Northern Ireland Representative)

Jonathan Jeffreys (Administrator)

Martin Tatham (Church Partnership  
Coordinator)

Tim Oldridge (Part-time – Finance Officer)

Wendy Evers (Volunteer –  
Magazine Co-ordinator)

Vivienne Birch (Volunteer –  
Admin assistant) 

Australia
(Eastern, QLD)

Dr Ian Cameron (Honorary)
138 McCaul Street, Indooroopilly, 

Queensland 4068
Email: emf.in.au@gmail.com

(Western)
Mr Keith Morris (Honorary)

2 Capri Place, Safety Bay, WA 6169
Tel: (08) 9592 6964 

Email: EMFinwa22@gmail.com

Northern Ireland 
Representative

Phil Dunn
23 Millgrange, Ballymoney, 
County Antrim BT53 7QB 
Tel: +44 (0)28 2766 4214 

E: phil.dunn@europeanmission.org

Please note: in some countries, on marriage, the wives do not take their husband's surname.



LighTiNg 
up the 
darkness
An EMF initiative to grow 
new gospel work in Europe

by partnering with eMf, you can help 
penetrate the darkness as we pioneer 
new gospel works across europe.

suPPort NEW 
workers

drive NEW  
initiatives

reaCh NEW
CoMMunities

Plant NEW  
ChurChes

As an individual

As a Church

Can you give £10 or more per month?

Can you donate £50 or more per month?how you 
Can hELp
Please pray and give

sCan the Qr Code or visit 
EurOpEaNMiSSiON.Org/LighT 
to get started.

If you would like to speak to someone, please call: 
Martin Tatham (Church Partnership Coordinator): 07759 928534 
Phil Dunn (Northern Ireland Representative): 028 2766 4214 


